can.be considered as the combination of inherent flaws on two sides of the pore plus the pore size. Thus, the effective flaw length will be larger for large pore specimens compared to small pore specimens assuming that the inherent flaws are the same for both cases. Therefore, the large pore specimen will fail at a lower stress level than the small pore specimen.
In this study, an attempt has been made to perform a systematic experi mental study of the mechanical properties of a well-characterized polycrystalline ceramic containing controlled porosity with variations in the volume fraction of pores and pore size. 
II.^EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURE Preparation of Powders and Fabrication of Specimens

Density Measurements
The apparent density of large pore specimens was determined from dry After fracturing the specimen, the fracture surfaces were observed by using scanning electron microscopy. In some cases, the "river pattern" (markings on the fracture surface) were traced back to determine the fracture origin.
III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
A typical microstructure of PNZT ceramics is shown in Fig. 1 
